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nevertheless the news spread everywhere, and was the sub-
ject matter of all conversation.

That very night, (as I was credibly informed) Mr Whiston
was sent for to a great lady, who is very curious in the
learned sciences, and addicted to all the speculative doubts
of the most able philosophers; but he was not now to be
found; and since, at other times, he has been known not to
decline that honour, I make no doubt he concealed himself
to attend the great business of his soul: but whether it was
the lady's faith, or inquisitiveness, that occasioned her to
send, is a point I shall not presume to determine. As for
his being sent for to the secretary's office by a messenger, it
is now known to be a matter notoriously false, and indeed
at first it had little credit with me, that so zealous and honest
a man should be ordered into custody, as a seditious
preacher, who is known to be so well-affected to the present
happy establishment.

Twas now I reflected, with exceeding trouble and sorrow,
that I had disused family prayers for above five years, and
(though it has been a custom of late entirely neglected by
men of any business or station) I determined within myself
no longer to omit so reasonable and religious a duty. I
acquainted my wife with my intentions: But two or three
neighbours having been engaged to sup with us that night,
and many hours being unwarily spent at cards, I was pre-
vailed upon by her to put it off till the next day \ she reason-
ing, that it would be time enough to take off the servants
from their business (which this practice must infallibly
occasion for an hour or two every day) after the comet had
made its appearance.

Zachery Bowen, a Quaker, and my next neighbour, had
no sooner heard of the prophecy, but he made me a visit.
I informed him of everything I had heard, but found him
quite obstinate in his unbelief; for, said he, be comforted,
friend, thy tidings are impossibilities ; for, were these things
to happen, they must have been foreseen by some of our
brethren. This indeed (as in all other spiritual cases with
this set of people) was his only reason against believing me;
and, as he was fully persuaded that the prediction was
erroneous, he in a very neighbourly manner admonished me
against selling my stock at the present low price, which, he